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January and the beginning of Lent. In fact, court balls at
Berlin are infinitely less amusing, at any rate to young
people, than are analogous entertainments at the Hof-
burg, at Vienna, or at Buckingham Palace, in London.
This is due partly to the fact that Hohenzoilern tradition
and etiquette require that the proceedings should be in-
augurated with the Polonaise, and furthermore, because
the waltz has, for nearly forty years, been denied a place
in the programme of terpsichorean entertainments at court.
In fact, waltzes have been forbidden ever since an acci-
dent which happened to Empress Frederick at a court
ball not long after her marriage. She was waltzing with
a young nobleman, when suddenly she was tripped up in-
advertently by her partner, and precipitated to the floor
at the very feet of old Empress Augusta, her mother-in-
law. The latter, who was a terrible despot on the score
of etiquette, could not bear the idea of a dance which
could have the effect of placing a princess of the blood in
such an undignified position, and turning a deaf ear to all
arguments about the mishap being due to the awkwardness
of the dancers, rather than to the dance itself, she vetoed
the inclusion of waltzes thenceforth in all programmes of
court balls.
Fortunately, no such regulation prevails at the Court of
Vienna, where Strauss's waltzes invariably form the most
attractive feature of the so-called "hofball" and "ball-
bei-hof.'' There is a great difference in the character of
these two state balls at Vienna. To the first, all sorts of
people are commanded who are entitled solely by virtue
of their official position to appear at court. The second,
and far more brilliant one, is restricted to what is known
as the court circle, or the Mite,—the old blue-blooded aris-
tocracy,—alone.

